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tion. But Hall, the chief pilot, came out flat-footed
with the opinion that he had never seen this coast be-
fore, that it was not in Frobisher's Strait. "And yet,"
says Best, wistfully, "the lands do lie and trend so like
that the best mariners therein may be deceived." By
which we may conclude that he was not then of Hall's
opinion and had to adopt it later*
Conferences were out of the question. Fog came
down and they lost sight of each other. Hall was
with Captain Yorke In the Thomas Allen and they
turned back to open sea, in general obedience to stand-
ing orders* Frobisher, profoundly concerned over this
new waterway, with some ten or a dozen of the ships,
pursued his source up "the said doubtful and supposed
straits, having always a fair continent on their starboard
side, and a continuance still of an open sea before
them."
Best is not clear as to the state of the Admiral's
mind over this mistaken strait; probably because he did
not know it. Frobisher may, as Best says, have dis-
sembled his discovery that this was not the strait he
had sailed up before. He would naturally want to see
where this new and much more promising channel led.
We may even conclude that, had he not been shackled
by the Queen's orders to go back and dig for gold, he
would have sailed on into what is now known as Hud-
son Bay and perhaps have established his colony in that
territory. He admitted to some of his company later
that had he been alone and free of the responsibility
of so large a fleet "he would and could have gone
through to the South Sea ... to find the rich country
of Cataya."
Strong indeed would their convictions have been to
override the evidence of their senses as they sailed west-
ward into this wide waterway. Some of the fleet, set-
ting away southerly, sighted a fair continent on their